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The Board of Lunacy Jor Scotland. 423 formation it affords, for the evidence of the patient industry which has been brought to bear upon a very arduous and difficult task, and for the dispassionate and candid manner in which all the facts have been weighed.
Nothing is so calculated to ensure the hearty co-operation of those whose proceedings it will be their duty to supervise, as that feeling of confidence in their discretion and fairness which is inspired by the first Report of the Scotch Commissioners, and which we doubt not will characterize their future proceedings. The results of good government will always be found in the sincere devotion of those who are governed, and we feel sure that the spirit in which these Commissioners have inaugurated their reign is calculated materially to lessen the difficulties which are inseparable from the establishment of a new regime.
One of the first difficulties which the Commissioners encountered was the correct reading of the Act under which their powers were granted. This, in fact, affords another illustration of the almost impossibility experienced by legislators in making laws so to word them that they are sure in the hands of candid administrators to carry out their own views and intentions.
The value attaching to expressions and words so frequently admits of question, that we can scarcely be surprised if in dealing with insanity (a subject about which even the best informed know so little) our lawgivers should fail in the attempt to convey their precise meaning, and that further legislation should be required to define the powers intended to be given to the Commissioners.
In the words of the Report,?
"The chief objects of the statute are to provide for the building of district asylums for the reception of pauper lunatics, and to insure the proper care and treatment of lunatics generally, whether placed in asylums or left in private houses under the care of relatives or strangers."
It appears here to be assumed that all the world is agreed as to what is " a lunatic," and that consequently no doubt can arise as to the persons who may be properly subjected to this care and treatment; but lest there should be any question in particular cases, an attempt is made to define, for the purposes of the Act, the condition of mind implied by the term " lunatic," and, as usual with all such attempts, the matter is left in as much uncertainty as ever. The Commissioners make the following observations on the statutory definition of lunacy. Reviews.
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an important bearing on the welfare of the insane poor in Scotland. For these and other matters we refer our readers to the document itself, which will well repay the attentive perusal of all who are interested in the welfare of the insane, and merits and receives our highest commendation.
